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Message Notes:

“The Must of Ministry”
 John 9:1-4 
 Key Verse (4) 
Introduction:     (4) “I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.”
”
I.  The Lord’s Obligation (…I must work the works…)

a.  It’s nature - personal

John 5:17 “But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I WORK.”
 
b.  It’s necessity – “must”

Luke 2:29 “And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?”

Luke 4:43 “And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent.”

Luke 13:33 “Nevertheless I must walk to day, and to morrow, and the [day] following: for it cannot be that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem.”


c.  It’s neglect - 
II. The Lord’s Obedience (…of him that sent me…)

a.  His devotion – Love for the Father 
John 5:36 “But I have a greater witness than [that] of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me.”

  
b.  His duty – Jesus had a great sense of having been sent on 
a mission.
John 17:4 “I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the WORK which thou gavest me to do.”


c.  His deference – Commitment to the Father’s will

Luke 22:42 “Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.”
III. The Lord’s Opportunity (…while it is day…)

a. The light – “In an agricultural centered economy you 
worked when you had light.  

b. The labor - Labor was in the light!” You worked from can 
to cain’t!

c. The limitations – The farmer understands the limitations 
on his labor.  
IV. The Lord’s Observation (…the night cometh…)
 


a. The fact – “inevitable” 
Sir Walter Scott – sundial in his garden with 3 Greek words – “the night cometh” To his brides horror he made arrangements for a burial plot just prior to their wedding.
Dr. Samuel Johnson – “the night cometh on his pocket watch!”


b. The finality – “irreversible”
John 14:12 “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater [works] than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.”


c. The focus – “importunity is a word that comes to mind 


and it means “persistent demand.”
